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Engineering a Brighter Future:
One Student at a Time

The Impact of
Your Gift:

$250

Can cover nutritious
snacks for students
attending after
school tutoring.

$500

Can pay for 5 college
application fees for a
senior or community
college transfer
student.

$1,000

Can allow students
to receive SAT prep
classes in the Fall
and Spring.

$2,500
Can support a
student attending an

out-of-state (two city,

7-day) college tour.

$5,000

Can fund a year of
comprehensive
support for

one student.

October 20, 2025

Dear Friends,
My name is Aline, and I'm writing to share with you part of my story.

| am the daughter of immigrants who came to this country from Mexico City with
hope in their hearts and little else. My parents worked tirelessly to give us a
future, overcoming the barriers of language and an unfamiliar school system.

Fortunately, in 10th grade, | found Foundation for a College Education (FCE).

I was a student full of potential but completely lost on how to get to the
next step. | loved math and discovered computer science. But college?
Applications? Financial aid? It all felt overwhelming.

The team at FCE saw my potential. They didn't just help me with essays and
forms. They provided language support, tutoring, mentorship, and above all, the
confidence | needed to succeed.

FCE also supported my parents, engaging them throughout my high school years
and giving them a welcoming place to learn about college alongside me. By
equipping parents in this way, FCE creates a powerful ripple effect, empowering
them to advocate for their own children and to serve as role models for friends,
neighbors, and relatives.

With FCE's guidance, | attended college at the University of Southern
California (Fight On!) with financial support that changed everything for my
family.

FCE didn't just open a door for me; they empowered me to charge through
countless doors | never knew existed. Today, | am a Latina woman building a
career as a software engineer, working to advance aerospace technology. It's
a field where there are not many people like me.

Please turn the page over to continue learning about my journey. -

collegefoundation.org

687 Bay Road, Menlo Park, CA 94025 info@collegefoundation.org



Engineering a Brighter Future:

One Student at a Time

| thrive on using the skills | gained in STEM to solve complex
problems that shape the future of aerospace.

FCE was instrumental in helping me overcome doubt and
uncertainty to lead my life with joy, opportunity, and growth.

However, my biggest impact isn't in the aerospace lab. It is at home where:
e My younger sister now dreams bigger because she knows what’s possible.
e My parents no longer feel like outsiders in the education system; they are proud partners in
their daughters' success.

| am also proud to serve as a role model for FCE scholars by speaking, mentoring, and showing up
to support them on their journeys.

This is the power of your generous gift to FCE. When you give to FCE, you're not just funding a
program, you're investing in untapped potential, and providing opportunities that will ripple
through entire families and communities.

| hope you will consider giving generously to Foundation for a College Education. Nonprofits that
support higher education for young people like me are facing turbulent times. | am a recent college
graduate, but | just made my first donation to FCE. Please join me so that together, our gifts
will make more success stories like mine possible.

With deep gratitude,
CAlive CGateia
FCE and USC Alumna
Aerospace Software Engineer

P.S. Please scan the QR code or fill out the enclosed donation envelope to join me
in giving to FCE today!

ﬁ\ Aline’s story is one of courage, perseverance, and the transformative power of
ol opportunity. At FCE, we believe that every student, regardless of background,
"1 . deserves the resources to pursue higher education and thrive. Aline is just one
- g example of the incredible potential your generosity unlocks. Her journey from
4 N modest roots to the aerospace industry is a testament to what's possible when our
\) community comes together to invest in education, equity, and hope.

Thank you for making stories like Aline’s a reality. We invite you to continue walking alongside our
students as they write their next chapters. - Elizabeth Wells, Executive Director
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