FCE’s Impact: 30 Years Later

FOUNDATION /7
&

The Impact of
Your Gift:

$50

can provide a
student with
essential test prep
materials.

$100

can fund a college
application fee,
removing a
significant barrier.

$250

can support one-
on-one mentoring,
offering
personalized
guidance and
encouragement.

$500

can contribute to a
college visit,
helping a student
to envision their
future.

collegefoundation.org

Dear FCE Supporter,
Years ago, a simple postcard changed my life.

| was a student at Palo Alto High School, affectionately known as Paly. Each day, | traveled
from East Palo Alto through the Tinsley Voluntary Transfer Program, which makes it
possible for young people from East Palo Alto to attend schools outside of the city and their
community that provide better educational opportunities.

As the daughter of Tongan immigrants, college was always my goal. My parents believed in
me, but they didn't have the tools to help me navigate a system that was foreign to them.
I was overwhelmed, confused, and scared.

Then one day, a postcard arrived in the mail inviting my family to a meeting hosted by
Foundation for a College Education (FCE). We didn't know exactly what to expect, but we
showed up.

That meeting opened a door to a future | wanted, but didn’t know how to reach.

FCE didn't just help me apply to college - they believed in my potential. They offered
tutoring, financial aid workshops, and invaluable mentorship - but most importantly, they
offered an extended family. FCE walked beside me and my family with patience,
compassion, and the belief that | was capable and deserving of opportunity.

I'm proud to say that | graduated from a four-year college. Since then, I've worked in college
admissions and supported students across the Bay Area. | am also raising four children
who are already talking about their dreams for college.

And now, nearly 30 years later, I'm back where it all started.

Today, | have the honor of serving as a Board Member at FCE, reinvesting in the very
community that helped shape me. East Palo Alto is home to our family, and this moment
represents a special full-circle journey—one | embrace with pride and deep gratitude.

FCE changed my life, and with your support, we can change countless more.

This Spring, | invite you to join me. Give today, and be part of a student’s full-circle
story. Your generosity will help FCE continue to be that transformative postcard for a new
generation of local students.

With gratitude for your support,

(%gc@ a&m—@?a/zmaéav@

Proud FCE Alumna and Board Member

P.S. Your gift can make a lifetime of impact.
Please donate today.

Joyce at her college
graduation in 2004
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